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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 


United States of America, 
Plaintiff, 


Civ. No. 19-64 


$40,175.00 in United States Currency, 
Defendant-in-rem. 


VERIFIED COMPUAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

Plaintiff, United States of America, brings this complaint in accordance with 
Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims 
and Asset Forfeiture Actions, and alleges as follows: 

Nature Of The Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit of the United 
States of America property involved in violations of the Controlled Substances Act that is subject 
to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

Defendant In Rem 

2. The defendant in rem consists of the following: 

i. $40,175.00 in United States Currency, 

(hereafter referred to as “Defendant Currency”). 

3. The Defendant Currency was seized by the Drug Enforcement Administration on 
September 5, 2018, in the District of New Mexico. 

4. The Defendant Currency is now, and during the pendency of this action will be, in 

the jurisdiction of this Court. 


Jurisdiction and Venue 
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5. The United States District Court for the District of New Mexico has subject 
matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345, 1355(a) and 1356. 

6. Venue for this civil forfeiture action is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§§ 1355 and 1395, as acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture took place in this district and 
the property is found in this district. Upon the filing of this complaint, the Defendant Currency 
will be arrested by execution of a Warrant for Arrest In Rem in the District of New Mexico. 

Facts 

7. A Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) investigation revealed that Irma Ines 
Cabrales stored drugs and drug proceeds for a Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO) at a 
residence located at 5605 57th Place NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

8. Throughout the investigation of the DTO, DEA Agents observed members of the 
DTO enter Cabrales’ residence on several occasions, including after a controlled purchase and 
before a drug run. The evidence indicated that Cabrales had communicated with the head of the 
DTO to coordinate drug distribution. 

9. The head of the DTO collected currency at the residence for purchasing 
methamphetamine in Arizona. The currency was seized by law enforcement. 

10. On September 5, 2018, Drug Enforcement Administration Agents and Task Force 
Officers executed a Federal Search and Seizure Warrant at the residence located at 5605 57th 
Place NW. Irma Ines Cabrales was arrested. 

11. During the search of the residence, DEA Special Agent Ivar Hella located and 
seized an undetermined amount of U.S Currency in the top drawer of the dresser in Irma Ines 
Cabrales's master bedroom. Agents also located a safe in the closet. Irma Ines Cabrales provided 
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Agents with the combination to the safe. Inside the safe, Agent Hella found an undetermined 
amount of U.S. currency and a Jimenez Arms J.A. 380 .380 Cal Pistol. 

12. On September 6, 2018, an official count of the U.S. Currency seized resulted in a 

total of $40,175.00. 

13. Irma Ines Cabrales has no employment history. 

First Claim For Relief 

14. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 
through 13 as though fully set forth. 

15. Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6) subjects to forfeiture “[a]ll 
moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be 
furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation of 
this subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this 
subchapter.” 

16. Defendant Currency was furnished, or intended to be furnished, in exchange for a 
controlled substance, or constitutes proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or was used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act and is thus subject 
to forfeiture to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE: Plaintiff seeks arrest of Defendant Currency and forfeiture of same to 
Plaintiff, determination of the validity and priority of claims of the Claimants and any Unknown 
Claimants to the Defendant Currency, costs and expenses of seizure and of this proceeding, and 
other proper relief. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN C. ANDERSON 
Un 



STEPHEN R. KOTZ 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
P.O. Box 607 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
(505) 346-7274 
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28 U.S.C. § 1746 Declaration 


I am a Special Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration who has read the 
contents of the Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem to which this Declaration is attached; and the 
statements contained in the complaint are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

I declare under penalty of perjury and the laws of the United States of America that this 
Declaration is true and correct, except as to matters stated on information and belief, and as to 
those m 
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